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Classroom Management


In room 111, the students will learn to work and play together in a positive and nurturing environment.  The students will also learn to take responsibility for his/her “choices” in behavior and in their schoolwork.  


We have a card system in first grade.  Each child starts with 0 tickets.  I your child breaks a rule, they pull a ticket which corresponds with that rule.  Three tickets equals a parent-notification slip.  Each day your child will start fresh.  Any inappropriate behavior will result in a ticket.  Each card comes with a consequence.  


If the rules are not followed these are the consequences:


First Time: Warning


Second Time: Warning


Third Time: Behavior slips and parent-notification slip need to be signed by the parent.  The child will be benched at recess.





Please review this system with your child and go over the importance of good behavior in the classroom and on the playground.  It is very important that we work as a team to help your child develop a positive and nurturing learning environment.


NOTE: A child may automatically receive a parent-notification slip for doing something more serious.  For example, if they were to use inappropriate language, being disrespectful towards authority figures or hitting another child.











Parent Involvement


You can get parent volunteer hours in the following ways:


Help in the library on our class library days.


Helping at activity days (December, March and June)


Help at John Muir special events (Book Fair,  Wax Museum, Picture Day, Turkey Trot, School Carnival,etc)


Making copies at home





I suggest doing the following to help your child learn:


Read to them at home and have them read to you for 20 minutes a day.


Review sight words, math facts (addition and subtraction), and spelling words at home.


Make sure all homework is complete.


Read Accelerated Reader books with your child several times and ask comprehension questions (see attached).


Have your child practice skills on the computer. I highly suggest the Internet site � HYPERLINK "http://starfall.com" ��http://starfall.com� or Core5 along with head phones.


Work on JiJi math at home about 20 minutes for 3 days.


Important Reminder!


Please support our PTA and become a member. When you attend monthly meetings, you get the opportunity to become involved with this important organization.  PTA directs many activities at our school and raises money for field trips. Membership fees are only $5 per adult.  Join today!














Sign-ups


Please sign-up for the following before leaving tonight:


Attendance sheet


Parent Conferences 


Parent Directory


Special Activity Days








Daily Schedule


8:00 Opening


8:15 Writing (M,W,F), 


Library (Tues.)


9:15 Recess


9:40 Reading, Phonics, Language Arts


11:20 Lunch


12.10 Math


1:03 Recess


1:25 PE /PALS interventions


2:00 Science/ Social Studies


2:25 Go Home


(*1:23Every Wednesday is Modified Day)





Our Classroom Rules


Raise your hand.


Use a quite voice.


Listen carefully.


Be respectful


Keep your hands and feet to your self.


No unnecessary noises


Use the bathroom at recess time.


Be Safe


Make you teacher HAPPY!








School Wide Discipline Plan


Parent-Notification slips  are used, in grades 1-5, to reinforce the school rules. Here is a list of reasons a student might receive one:


Homework violations (see insert in homework folder)


Being tardy to class OR being picked-up late from school


Violation of the dress code


Incomplete homework


Inappropriate behavior or language on the playground





All parent-notification slips, absences and tardies will be recorded on the school wide GRID. Each student is given a GRID and you may come in to review it at anytime.





Absences, Tardies & Late Pick-up


When your child is absent, please send a note the day your child returns to school. The note requires the following information:


Student’s full name


Dates they were absent


Reason for the absence


Parent Signature





Being late for class is considered a TARDY.  If your child in not in line for the 8:00am flag salute, he/she will be marked tardy.  This violation also receives a bench slip and will be recorded on the GRID.


If your child is picked-up 30 minutes or more after the dismissal bell, they will be sent to the office for a late pick-up slip.  The next day they will receive a bench slip and the violation will be recorded on the GRID.





Homework


Homework is a tool used to review and practice lessons or skills taught in class. It will be assigned DAILY MONDAY-THURSDAY.  Please make sure you sign the homework sheet and have assignments completed daily.  I will check the day homework is due and put a stamp on the homework sheet to show completeness.  A complete list of guidelines can be found in your child’s homework folder. All homework violations will be recorded on the GRID.


Homework violations count as the following:


Homework not done or is missing


Homework sheet not signed


Directions not followed


Homework not done completely


Test folder not signed








Decodable Books


Tonight I will be sending you home with a bag that contains the decodable books that will help your child learn to read.  On the homework sheet, it will say which book needs to be brought to school.  The books will eventually be sent home for use at a later time. If these books become lost or damaged, it will be the parent’s responsibility to make new copies. 





Test Folder


The test folder will be sent home every Tuesday for you to review any tests  your child has completed. It needs to be returned on Wednesday with your signature, current date, and ALL test papers.  I will be keeping the test papers in your child’s portfolio until the end of the trimester.


Rainbow Words


Rainbow words are the First grade sight words that read the most in first grade reading. There are 5 levels to work through.  Everyone starts at the Yellow level.  When a student is ready to be tested, sign at the bottom of the list and return it to the teacher. Each student will be tested individually.  They must read the words without hesitation in order to advance to the next level. 


Accelerated Reader


Accelerated Reader (AR) is a reading and computer program that your child will have across the grade levels. AR testing is a tool that helps monitor your child’s reading level throughout the year AND increases their reading and comprehension skills.  After a student reads a book, they will take a test on the computer.  If they pass the test, with a 100%, I will mark a box on their incentive chart. When students have filled up their incentive chart, the students will be rewarded with a small prize. They also earn trimester reading awards for reaching the different reading levels. Taking “AR” tests will be required for homework. Every book in the library will have an AR test to go along with it. Students will take tests in the classroom, Lab, and/or in the library.


Math Facts


Your child will be responsible for memorizing math facts and taking timed tests.  This is a school wide practice.  In first grade, the students will have to master math facts 0-18 for addition and subtraction.  Addition fact timed tests will be given 8 minutes to complete 100 facts.  Subtraction fact timed tests will be given 10 minutes to complete 90 facts.  To receive a passing score, a student must receive a 95% or better (5 wrong or less).  Once this has been achieved, he/she will go on to the next level and will receive an award at the next awards ceremony.  Please encourage your child to study their facts daily.


JiJi Math at Home


JiJi is now available school wide and has been proven to improve student's abilities in different concepts of math. Work on it about an hour a week at home.


Miscellaneous


John Muir is a closed campus. Sign in  at the office before coming to the class.


Make sure your child’s name is on every sweater or jacket.


Award Ceremonies take place in the MPR. They last about an hour.


Book club payments should be made payable to SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB or orders can be made online with a credit card.

















