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Career Technical Education 
Foundation Standards
California State Board of Education

1.0 Academics

Students understand the academic content required for entry into postsecondary education and employment in the specific pathway sector.

2.0 Communications

Students understand the principles of effective oral, written, and multimedia communication in a variety of formats and contexts.

3.0 Career Planning & Management

Students understand how to make effective decisions, use career information, and manage personal career plans.
4.0 Technology

Students know how to use contemporary and emerging technological resources in diverse and changing personal, community, and workplace environments.

5.0 Problem Solving & Critical Thinking

Students understand how to create alternative solutions by using critical and creative thinking skills, such as logical reasoning, analytical thinking, and problem-solving techniques.

6.0 Health & Safety

Students understand health and safety policies, procedures, regulations, and practices, including the use of equipment and handling of hazardous materials.

7.0 Responsibility & Flexibility

Students know the behaviors associated with the demonstration of responsibility and flexibility in personal, workplace, and community settings.

8.0 Ethics & Legal Responsibilities

Students understand professional, ethical, and legal behavior consistent with applicable laws, regulations, and organizational norms.

9.0 Leadership & Teamwork

Students understand effective leadership styles, key concepts of group dynamics, team and individual decision making, the benefits of workforce diversity, and conflict resolution.

10.0 Technical Knowledge & Skills

Students understand the essential knowledge and skills common to the specific pathway sector.
11.0 Demonstration & Application

Students demonstrate and apply the concepts contained in the foundation and pathway standards. 
