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Students

PromotionAccelerationRetention

StudentAchievement

TheSanta AnaUnifiedSchoolDistrictbelievesthateverychildcanbesuccessful
inhishereducationalendeavors Itistheexpectationthatstudentswill
acquiretheskillsandknowledgeeachyeartoprogresstothenextgradelevel
Tomeetthisexpectation theDistrictandschoolsshallprovidearigorous
standardsalignedcurriculum specifiedlevelsofperformance regular
assessments andinterventionstosupportstudentachievement TheDistricts
goalistopreventretentionthroughasoundeducationalprogramandacademic
supportsasneeded

TheDistrictsacademicstandardsdefinewhat studentsareexpectedtoknowand
dotodemonstrategradelevelperformanceineachsubjectarea TheDistrict
recognizesfourlevelsofstudentperformance

BelowBasic belowgradelevel
Basic approachinggradelevel
Proficient atgradelevel
Advanced abovegradelevel

Regularassessmentofstudentperformancelevelandprogresstowardsmeetingthe
standardsmustoccurinordertodeterminewhichprograms services and
strategiesareeffectiveinhelpingstudentsmeetthestandardsandidentify
neededimprovements Inorderforeachchildtosucceed theDistrictexpects
schoolstoprovidetheeducationalexperiencesandsupportservicesthatchildren
whofail orareatriskoffailure need

RegularPromotion

StudentswhohavecompletedoneyearofKindergartenthrougheighthgradeshall
beadmittedtothefollowinggradelevelbasedondemonstrationofBasic
Proficient orAdvancedperformanceontwoormoreevaluationmeasuresinthe
followingsubjectareas

GradesK 1 2 and3 Reading LanguageArts EnglishLanguage
Development

Grades4 5 and6 Reading LanguageArts EnglishLanguage
DevelopmentandMathematics

Grades7and8 Reading LanguageArts EnglishLanguage
Development Mathematics Science Social
Science EighthGradeUS Constitution
test andcreditsearnedinatleast10of
14semesterclassesor16of21trimester
classes
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AcceleratedPromotion

Thekindergarten teacher theprincipal ortheparentsmayrequestanevaluation
ofastudentspresentacademicabilitytodeterminehisherreadinessfor
acceleratedplacementinthefirstgrade

ThestudentmustbeatleastfiveyearsoldbyDecember2ndofthecurrentschool
year

Thestudentmusthavebeenenrolledinkindergartenforaminimumoftwoweeks
priortotheevaluationofhisherperformance

Toassistindeterminingthestudentspotentialforsuccessingradeone the
followingproceduresmaybeutilized

Thestudentcanbegivenanondiscriminatoryassessmenttest an
individualizedmentalabilitytest ifpermissible orothersimilar
assessmentbatteryandplaceintheupperquintileofhisagegroup

Thestudentsphysicaldevelopmentandsocialmaturityshouldbe
consistentwithhisadvancedmentalability

Whenastudentisrecommendedbythekindergartenteacherintoplacement
ingradeoneandisapprovedbytheschoolprincipal theparentmustfile
awrittenstatementapprovingtheadvancementofthestudenttogradeone

Studentsinfirstthrougheighthgrademaybeconsideredfor accelerated
promotionbeyondthenormalgradelevelprogressionbasedonexceptionally
advanced performanceinthreeormoreevaluationmeasuresinthefollowing
subjectareas ReadingLanguageArts EnglishLanguageDevelopment Mathematics
Science SocialScience

Previouslyretainedstudentsmaybeacceleratedtotheageappropriategradeupon
successfulcompletionofinterventionsanddemonstrationofBasic Proficient or
Advancedperformanceinthedesignatedsubjects atthegradelevelthestudent
wouldhavebeeninifnotretained

Retention

StudentsinKindergartenthrougheighthgradewhoareatriskofnonpromotion
shallbe identifiedasearlyaspossibleintheschoolyearandasearlyas
possibleinthestudentsschoolcareerbasedonBelowBasicperformance ontwo
ormoreevaluationmeasuresinthefollowingsubjectareas

GradesK 1 2 and3 Reading LanguageArts EnglishLanguage
Development

Grades4 5 and6 Reading LanguageArts EnglishLanguage
DevelopmentandMathematics
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Grades7and8 Reading LanguageArts EnglishLanguage
Development Mathematics Science
HistorySocialScience EighthGradeUS
Constitutiontest andfewerthan10of14
semesteror16of21trimestercredits
earned

Childrenfiveyearsoldorolderwhohavecompletedoneyearofkindergarten
shallbepromotedtofirstgraderegardlessofageunlesstheparentguardianand
theDistrictagreethatthechildberetainedinkindergartenfornotmorethan
oneadditionalyear

PerformanceMeasures

SpecificmeasuresofperformanceshallbealignedtotherelevantDistrictand
Statecontentstandardsandconsistentwiththelearningobjectivesofthe
instructionalprogramofthestudent EnglishMainstream StructuredEnglish
Immersion orAlternativeBilingualEducation andthestudentsEnglishlanguage
fluencylevel Teacherjudgmentbasedondailyobservationsofstudent
performanceandprogressshallalsoformanimportantpartofthecriteriafor
promotionandretentiondecisions

Performance measuresandlevelsforconsiderationforpromotion atriskof
retention orretentionarelistedbelowbysubjectandgrade

READINGLANGUAGEARTSANDENGLISHLANGUAGEDEVELOPMENT ELD

PerformanceMeasure Grade Below Basic Pro Ad
Level Basic ficient vanced

WritingProficiency K8 1 2 3 4

ClassReadingLanguage K8 F D C AB
Arts ELDAssessments
andGrades

CaliforniaELD K8 tbd tbd tbd tbd
Assessment

SAT9SABEReadingand 38 121npr 2249 5069 70 npr
LanguageArts npr npr

TeacherJudgment K8
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MATHEMATICS

PerformanceMeasure Grade Below Basic Pro Ad
Level Basic ficient vanced

Mathematics 48 1 2 3 4
Proficiency

ClassMathematics 48 F D C AB
Assessmentsand
Grades

SAT9SABE 48 121npr 2449npr 5069 70npr
Mathematics npr

TeacherJudgment 48

SCIENCEANDHISTORYSOCIALSCIENCE

PerformanceMeasure Grade Below Basic Pro Ad
Level Basic ficient vanced

ClassScienceGrade 68 F D C AB

ClassHistorySocial 68 F D C AB
ScienceGrade

US ConstitutionTest 8 Fail Pass Pass Pass

TeacherJudgment

ParentNotification

Parentsmustbeprovidedwrittennotification includedinExhibit5123 that
theirstudentisatriskofretentionandaparentconferenceorStudentSuccess
Teammeeting SST mustbescheduled Writtennotificationtotheparentshallbe
attheearliestgradepossibleandbytheendofthefirstgradingperiod

AninitialandatleastonefollowupTeacherParentconferenceorSSTmeeting
shallbeheldpriortoreferraltotheBoardofReviewforfinaldecisionabout
retention

FollowingthemeetingoftheBoardofReview theprincipalshallnotifythe
parentsofthefinaldecisionforpromotion additionalinterventions or
retention

AcademicImprovement Plan

AnAcademicImprovementPlan includedinExhibit5123 shallbejointly
developedbytheteacherandparenttoidentifytheareasoflowstudent
performanceandspecifyrecommendedinterventionsbytheschoolandtheparent
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Classroomandorschoolinterventionsmustbeprovidedforleastsixmonthsprior
toretentionandduringthefollowingyearifthestudentisretained

Schoolinterventionsmayinclude specializedinstruction instructional
assistance studentcontracts specializedhomework supplementalinstruction
beforeorafterschool extendedschoolyear orotherinterventionstosupport
studentacademicimprovement

Homeinterventionsmayinclude schedulingandmonitoringstudytime monitoring
qualityandcompletionofhomework helpwithreadingandormathematics
ensuringregularattendanceatschoolandinterventions monitoringstudent
contract orotherinterventionstosupportstudentacademicimprovement

ProgressMonitoring

Formalparentconferencesshallbeheldtwiceeachyearintheelementaryschools
andonceeachyearintheintermediateschoolstoprovidedetailedinformation
regardingstudentprogress

Performanceandprogressofstudentsatriskofretentionorpreviouslyretained
shallbemonitoredbytheteacherdesigneeonaregularbasis Written
notificationtoparentofstudentprogressmustbeprovidedatleasteverysix
weeks

Studentswhosegradeplacementisalreadyoneyearbelowageappropriateandwho
failtodemonstrateacademicprogressshallbereferredforanacademic
evaluationforaneducationalinterventionplan a504plan oranIndividual
EducationPlan

BoardofReview

TheBoardofReviewateachschoolshallconsistofanadministrator the
studentsteacher LanguageArtsandorothercontentarea acounselorwhere
available andotherappropriatepersonnelasdeterminedbytheprincipal ie
schoolpsychologist nurse speech therapist Whenstudentsaretobeconsidered
forpromotiontothesixthorninthgrade thereceiving schoolmayhavea
representativepresent

AdministrationRole

1 Reviewstudenttranscripts testdata andassiststaffinidentifying
studentsbeingconsideredforretention

2 AssiststaffinpreparingtheStudentProfilefortheBoardofReview

3 Requestthesupportstaffmemberstoassistteachersincompletingthe
BoardofReviewReportForm

4 ScheduleandchairtheBoardofReviewmeetings includingnotificationof
parentsoftheirrighttobepresent

5 Maintainwrittendocumentationofallparentcontactsregardingretention
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TeachersCounselorsRole

1 Identifythestudentswhoseproficiencytestresults academicgrades
andorstandardizedtestscoresdonotmeetcriteriaforpromotionas
definedinBP5123

2 Intheearliestgradepossibleandbytheendofthefirstgradingperiod
providewrittennotificationtoparentsofstudentsatriskofretention
usingtheparentnotificationletterincludedintheexhibits

3 ScheduleaparentconferenceorSSTmeetingwithparentsofstudentsat
riskofretentionanddevelopanAcademicImprovementPlan includedin
theexhibits toinitiatehome andschoolbasedinterventionsand
instructionalgoals

4 ServeasamemberoftheBoardofReviewandmakerecommendations
regardinghisherstudentbeingconsideredforretention

5 Maintainwrittendocumentationofallparentcontactsregardingretention

ResponsibilityoftheBoardofReview

1 UsetheBoardofReviewForm includedintheexhibits toprovidea
consistentprocedureuponwhichtobaseitsrecommendation

2 Makerecommendationsonallstudentsbeingconsideredforretentionunder
BP5123

3 Assistinformulatingplansforremediatingthestudentsacademic
deficiencies

RetentionDecision

Placementdecisionsforstudentsatriskofretentionshallbedeterminedbythe
teacherdesigneeaspartoftheschoolsBoardofReview

Wheneverastudentisretainedinkindergartenforanadditionalyear the
Superintendentordesigneeshallsecureanagreement signedbytheparent
guardian statingthatthestudentshallberetainedinkindergartenfornotmore
thanoneadditionalschoolyear

When studentsareretainedinkindergarten theforminExhibit5123 whichhas
beenapprovedbytheCaliforniaDepartmentofEducation shallbeusedto
documentparentagreement

Studentsinfirstthrougheighthgradewhodonotprogressorwhodonot
participateinrecommendedinterventionsshallberetained

Theteacherdesigneemayoverruleadecisiontoretainbyprovidingwritten
commentsregardingwhyretentionisnotinthestudentsbestinterestandby
recommendingadditionalinterventions

Studentsmaynotberetainedmorethanonceintheelementarygrades K5 and
onceintheintermediategrades 68
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ExemptionfromRetentionIrregularPromotion

Theteacherdesigneemayexemptastudentfromretentionbyfilingawritten
StudentExemptionFromRetentionform includedinexhibits andbyrecommending
specificinterventionstoassistthestudenttomakeadequateprogresstoward
gradelevelachievement

ParentalAppeal

Parentshavetherighttoappealbyspecifyinginwritingwhytheydisagreewith
thedecisiontoretain Appealswillbereviewedattheschoolbytheprincipal
basedonstudentachievementandprogressindicators Iftheparentisnot
satisfiedwiththedecisionoftheprincipal theDistrictBoardofReview
consistingoftheAreaAdministratorandtheChiefAcademicOfficershallhear
theappeal ThedecisiontoretainshallrequiretheagreementofboththeArea
AdministratorandtheChiefAcademicOfficerandshallbefinal

SpecialSituations

Studentswhoenterduringtheschoolyearshallbeidentifiedatriskof
retentionattheearliestreportingperiodbasedonrecordofachievementfrom
thepreviousschoolandcurrentperformance

EnglishLearnersshallnotberecommendedforretentionbasedsolelyoncurrent
levelofEnglishproficiencyanditsrelationshiptotestandcourseperformance
inEnglish

PlacementdecisionsforstudentswithanIndividualizedEducationPlanor504
Planshallbeconsistentwiththespecificationsofsuchplan

ImplementationTimeline

1999 2000 Pilotschoolinterventions
2000 2001 GradesK 1 2 3 5 8
2001 2002 GradesK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

ReportingPromotionandRetentionDecisions

Afterallpromotionandretentiondecisionshavebeenmade theprincipalshall
use formsprovidedbytheDistricttoreportbygradelevelthenamesofall
studentsretainedandallstudentspromotedafterconsiderationbytheBoardof
Review ThisreportshallbesenttotheChiefAcademicOfficer

Thenamesoffifthgradestudentsbeingretainedorpromotedafterconsideration
bytheBoardofReviewshallbesentbytheprincipaltothereceiving
intermediateschool

Thenamesofeighthgradestudentsbeingretainedorpromotedafterconsideration
bytheBoardofReviewshallbesentbytheprincipaltothereceivinghigh
school
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Evaluation

TheDistrictandschoolsshallconductanannualevaluationoftheretention
policyandpracticestodeterminebothshorttermandlongtermeffectiveness
TheDistrictshallmodifythepolicyandadministrativeregulations asneeded
basedontheresultsoftheevaluation Schoolsshallmodifytheinstructional
program services andgradeplacementofretainedstudents asneeded basedon
areviewoftheiracademicperformance
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