[image: image1.png]




Conjunctivitis, Acute Bacterial
Bacterial conjunctivitis, more commonly known as “Pink eye”, is an infection of the eyes caused by bacteria, “germ”.
SIGNS AND SYMPTONS

· Watery eyes
· Redness of the sclera (white part of the eye)
· Swelling of the eyelids
· Pus-like discharge from the eyes (eyes appear “glued” together in the morning)
· Itching and burning
OCCURRENCE
· Widespread and common throughout the world

· Frequent among school age children

· Often associated with acute viral respiratory diseases during cold season

TRANSMISSION
· Contact with discharges from the eye or upper respiratory tract of infected persons

· Contact with contaminated fingers, clothing or other articles such as: make up, towels, and wash cloths

TREATMENT: MUST SEE A MEDICAL DOCTOR, NOT AN OPTOMETRIST
· Eye drops and/or ointment prescribed by the doctor and must be purchased with a prescription at the drug store. OVER THE COUNTER MEDICATION WILL NOT TREAT THE INFECTION.
IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

· Discard all make-up that has come in contact with the eyes and/or discharge from the eyes
· Individual use of towels and washcloths

· Keep hands away from eyes

· Hand washing
· Exclusion from school until under treatment

· Proof of medical treatment stating medication prescribed must be presented upon return to school
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