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PRACTICE for District Writing Assessment (DWA)
Prompts/Assignment
Grades 6, 7, 8   (120 minutes)
· A Rice Sandwich (Grades 6-8 Option) Intellimetric
· Character Analysis in Hatchet (Grade 6 DWA Practice Prompt) Intellimetric
· Character Analysis in The Other Side of the Sky (Grade 7 DWA Practice Prompt) Intellimetric
· Character Analysis in "The Tell-Tale Heart"  (Grade 8 DWA Practice Prompt) Intellimetric
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 – (90 minutes)
· [bookmark: _Hlk524447497]How is America a Place and an Idea?  Informational – Pilot - Approximator
· Who is the Real Shakespeare?  Informational – Pilot - Approximator
· Harrison Bergeron    Literary – Pilot - Approximator
Administration window - Oct 15 - Nov 9 – Submission #1 – The following tools will be available: Spell check, notepad, rubric, and thesaurus/dictionary
District Writing Assessment
Prompts/Assignments
Middle School – 120 minutes
· Grade 6 – A Mirror’s Effect on Self-Acceptance- Literary Character Analysis - Intellimetric
· Grade 7 – “The Lottery Ticket” -  Literary Character Analysis – Pilot - Intellimetric
· Grade 8 – Beyond the Story’s Ending in “The Necklace” Literary Character Analysis - Intellimetric
High School – 90 minutes
· Grades 9 & 10 – The Hiking Trip -  Literary- Intellimetric
· Grades 11 & 12 – Speeches Discussing our Environment - Informational - Intellimetric

Administration Window - January 18 – 31, 2019 - Submission #1 -  The following tools will be available: Spell check, notepad, rubric, and thesaurus/dictionary
Revision opportunity – February 1 – 28, 2019 – Submission #2 – All tools Available/ON



To Teachers
You will be administering a practice DWA session for your students.  Use the directions below to guide your students.  Please, make sure that when your students are ready to submit their writing, they call you over so that you can check that they are ready to submit. 
Please note:  Since the prompts will be assigned at the district level, you will not see the prompt in your GROUPS AND ASSIGNMENTS.  You will, however, see your students’ scores in your STUDENT PORTFOLIOS.
Teacher Login Convention for Academic Year 2018-19:
 
Username (all lowercase):             The @sausdlearns.net email as their username
                                                       Example:  test.teacher@sausdlearns.net
Password (all lowercase):              The first letter of their first name, then first letter of last 
					  name, followed by their teacher ID #.  
 
Example:  Teacher John Smith who has an ID of 11034 will be  js11034
Example:  Teacher with only a 4 digit teacher ID of 1234, please ensure they include a  
           leading 0 in their password.  For example, js01234.  For those with a 5 digit teacher ID, 
           then it would be for example   js12345.

Directions for administration
Explain to students:
· You will be using an online writing program, MY Access!, to compose an essay for both a practice session for the District Writing Assessment and for composing the actual essay for the DWA in January. Taking the practice session seriously will give you a good idea of how well you write and how well you will score on the actual DWA. 
· When you’re finished with writing your essay and click submit writing, you will receive instant scores (1-6) based on a writing rubric.  
Give your students their log in information
Student Login Convention for Academic Year 2018-19:

Username:                                    Student ID #  Example:  123456
Password (all lowercase):             The first letter of the first name, then first letter of last 
					name, then birth month, finally birth day.  
 
Example:   John Smith, Born March 8th will be   js0308
Example:   Susie Miles, Born December 11th will be  sm1211
 



Tell your students:
· Open up your browser and search for www.myaccess.com
· Enter your username and password. 
· Click Assignments
· Tell me what prompt/assignment you are seeing on their screen, so that I can make sure that it’s the correct one. (see grade level assignments)
· Click START
· The top half of your screen will display your assignment. You can click on Font, to make the letters larger.  You should click on Prompt and click “ALL” to see all parts of the assignment. 
· The bottom of your screen is your writing space.  Above the writing space are formatting tools and an icon to make the screen larger if you prefer.  
· All responses should be on topic and sources should not be plagiarized.  We will be checking. 
· When you are ready to submit, call me over to check your progress and watch you submit.
· Once you submit, you will instantly see six scores: Holistic, Focus and Meaning, Content and Development, Organization, Language Use and Style and Mechanics and Conventions.   If you receive score points of 1, 2, or 3 for a holistic score of any of the traits, you are not a proficient writer yet.  Proficient writers scores generally score 4, 5 and 6.  
· Do your best!  




Checklist for Students (project or print)
Make sure that you
· Write on the topic provided.
· Avoid plagiarism by citing your sources and putting the information you used in your own words
· Include a thesis or purpose for writing
· Organize your essay with an introduction, body and conclusion?
· Write at least several paragraphs to develop your ideas?
· Reread your essay and correct any errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization and grammar


