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Romeo and Juliet

Study Questions

Act I, Scene I

1. This scene opens with two of Lord Capulets’s servants walking through town and talking about being insulted by Lord Montague’s servants.  How does Sampson intend to respond to these insults?

2. Our first introduction to Benvolio comes in lines 66-67 and 70-71:

“Part, fools!
Put up your swords; you know not what you do.”

“I do but keep the peace: put up thy sword,
Or manage it to part these men with me.”
From these lines, what impression do we have of him?

3. Our first introduction to Tybalt occurs in lines 68-69 and 72-74:

“What, art thou drawn among these heartless hinds?
Turn thee, Benvolio, look upon thy death!”

“What, drawn, and talk of peace! I hate the word,
As I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee:
Have at thee, coward!”

Compare the impression these words give us with the picture we have of Benvolio.

4. Lord and Lady Capulet enter on line 79.  What is Capulet’s first reaction upon seeing the fight?

5. In lines 79-88 how do both wives respond to their husband’s “fighting words”?       

6. Prince Escalus’ speech is reprinted below, and several parts are underlined.  In the margins, explain in your own words what the underlined sentences mean:

“Rebellious subjects, enemies to peace,
Profaners of this neighbour-stained steel,--
Will they not hear? What, ho! you men, you beasts,
That quench the fire of your pernicious rage
With purple fountains issuing from your veins,
On pain of torture, from those bloody hands
Throw your mistemper'd weapons to the ground,
And hear the sentence of your moved prince.
Three civil brawls, bred of an airy word,
By thee, old Capulet, and Montague,
Have thrice disturb'd the quiet of our streets,

And made Verona's ancient citizens
Cast by their grave beseeming ornaments,
To wield old partisans, in hands as old,

Canker'd with peace, to part your canker'd hate:
If ever you disturb our streets again,
Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace.
For this time, all the rest depart away:
You Capulet; shall go along with me:
And, Montague, come you this afternoon,
To know our further pleasure in this case,
To old Free-town, our common judgment-place.
Once more, on pain of death, all men depart.”

7.  Shakespeare uses oxymorons (pairs of contradictory words) in Romeo’s next lines:

“Why, then, O brawling love! O loving hate!
O any thing, of nothing first create!
O heavy lightness! serious vanity!
Mis-shapen chaos of well-seeming forms!
Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire,
sick health!”

Why does Romeo speak in contradictions and paradoxes?

8.  List the nine examples of oxymorons found in 1.1 186-191.

1

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

7. A Petrarchan lover is one is in love with love.  Look again at Romeo’s speech in lines 197-207 and comment on how these lines show that he is a Petrarchan lover.  

8. In lines 242-243 what is Benvolio’s advice to Romeo?

Romeo and Juliet
Act 1 Scenes II and III

1.  What are Capulet’s thoughts about Paris’ request to marry Juliet in lines 7-11? 

“But saying o'er what I have said before:
My child is yet a stranger in the world;
She hath not seen the change of fourteen years,
Let two more summers wither in their pride,
Ere we may think her ripe to be a bride.”

Put these lines in your own words:

2.  What does Capulet advise Paris to do in lines 16-19?

“But woo her, gentle Paris, get her heart,
My will to her consent is but a part;
An she agree, within her scope of choice
Lies my consent and fair according voice.”

3. When Benvolio and Romeo appear in this scene, Romeo remains quite “Petrarchan” (in love with love in a melancholy and melodramatic sense).  In lines 58-61 and 99-100, how do his Petrarchan sensibilities show?

“Not mad, but bound more than a mad-man is;
Shut up in prison, kept without my food,
Whipp'd and tormented and--God-den, good fellow.”

“One fairer than my love! the all-seeing sun
Ne'er saw her match since first the world begun.”

4.  In lines 101-106 how does Benvolio think Rosaline will stack up against the other girls?

5.  Benvolio suggests that they go to the Capulet party?  Why does this suggestion seem out of character for Benvolio, and why does he do it?

Romeo and Juliet

Act 1 Scene III

Study Questions

1. When Juliet responds to the Nurse’s call, what is the tone of her answer in line 6? “how now! Who calls?”

2. When Juliet realizes it is her mother calling her, how does her tone change in line 8?

    “Madam,  I am here.  What is your will?

3. The nurse appears quite loquacious (talkative) in this scene. List three subjects that she talks about at length.

1.

2.

3.

5. In lines 46-48 the Nurse claims her dead husband asked Juliet the following when she was a child:

“'Yea,' quoth he, 'dost thou fall upon thy face?
Thou wilt fall backward when thou hast more wit;
Wilt thou not, Jule?'”

What exactly does he mean when he says: “Thou wilt fall backward when thou hast more wit”?  Why is this meant to be funny?

Romeo and Juliet
Act 1 Scene 4

Study Questions

1. Why does Romeo agree to go to the Capulet’s party?

2. Mercutio enters the scene at line 13 and continues his remarks in lines 17-18, 23-24, and 27-28.  What is the tone of these remarks to Romeo?

“Nay, gentle Romeo, we must have you dance.”

“You are a lover; borrow Cupid’s wings,

And soar with them above a common bound.”

“And, to sink in it, should you burden love;

Too great oppression for a tender thing.”

“If love be rough with you, be rough with love;

Prick love for pricking, and you beat love down.”

3. How do you think Shakespeare came up with Mercutio’s name?  (Hint: look to “Mercury” and “mercurial” as a source of your answer.)  Once you’ve investigated, would you say he was appropriately named?  See question #6
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Queen Mab: Celtic Fairy Queen, whose name meant “mead”—a red drink representing sovereignty which she gave to each of her many consorts.  (Mab’s legends date from the matriarchal age, when queens chose and invented their own kings.)

4. In line 53 we learn that both Romeo and Mercutio have had dreams.  In lines 58-100, Mercutio delivers his speech about Queen Mab, giving a detailed description of her activities.  Read the excerpt below, in the margins write definitions of the underlined words.

O, then, I see Queen Mab hath been with you.

She is the fairies’ midwife, and she comes

In shape no bigger than an agate-stone

On the forefinger of an alderman,

Drawn with a team of little atomies

Over men’s noses as they lie asleep;

Her waggon-spokes made of long spinners’ legs,

The cover of the wings of grasshoppers,

Her traces of the smallest spider web,

Her collars of the moonshine’s watery beams,

Her whip of cricket’s bone, the lash of film,

Her waggoner a small grey-coated gnat,

Not half so big as a round little worm

Pricked from the lazy finger of a maid;

Her chariot is an empty hazel-nut

Made by the joiner squirrel, or old grub,

Time out o’ mind the fairies’ coachmakers.

And in this state she gallops night by night

Through lovers’ brains, and then they dream of love;

On courtiers’ knees, that dream on curtsies straight;

O’er lawyers’ fingers, who straight dream on fees;

O’er ladies’ lips, who straight on kisses dream,

Which oft the angry Mab with blisters plagues,

Because their breath with sweetmeats tainted are.

Sometimes she gallops o’er a courtier’s nose,

And then dreams he of smelling out a suit;

And sometime comes she with a tithe-pig’s tail

Tickling a parson’s nose as ‘a lies asleep,

Then he dreams of another benefice.

Sometime she driveth o’er a soldier’s neck,

And then dreams he of cutting foreign throats,

Of breeches, ambuscadoes, Spanish blades,

Of healths five fathom deep; and then anon
Drums in his ear, at which he starts and wakes,

And being thus frighted swears a prayer or two

And sleeps again.  This is that very Mab

That plaits the manes of horses in the night,

And bakes the elf-locks in foul sluttish hairs,

Which, once untangled, much misfortune bodes.

This is the hag, when maids lie on their backs,

That presses them and learns them first to bear,

Making them women of good carriage.

This is she—

a.  How big is Queen Mab?  How do we know?

b.  Name three things that Mab does during the night.

1.

2.

3.

c. In lines 78-80 what does Mab make lawyers and ladies dream of?

d. What is Mercutio’s purpose in delivering this speech to Romeo?

5. Take lines 58-100 and write your own version of Queen Mab for today.  There are two sections to the speech:

· The description of her carriage (72-74)

· What she does to people (75-93)

You may wish to substitute one word at a time, or line for line, or you may prefer to write in your own style. Use the back of this sheet.  

6. After the Queen Mab speech, Mercutio reveals a different side to his personality in lines 103-110.  What does he say, and what do we learn about him?

7. Romeo is unsure about going to the party. In the following lines he expresses his fears:

I fear, too early; for my mind misgives




Some consequence yet hanging in the stars


115

Shall bitterly begin this fearful date

With this night’s revels, and expire the term

Of a despised life closed in my breast

By some vile forfeit of untimely death.

But He that hath the steerage of my course


120

Direct my sail! On, lusty gentlemen!





Romeo looks uneasily into the future and has a premonition of death.  His tone is ominous, filled with foreboding.  Earlier (line 53), Romeo spoke briefly of his dream.  Read lines 114-121 and work out what you think Romeo’s dream might have been.  You may find it helpful to pick out all the words in these six lines that describe fear or loss.  No one really knows what Romeo dreamed, so don’t be afraid to use your imagination.

8. Romeo is struck by love at first sight when he sees Juliet at the Capulet’s party.  Lines 49-58 are as follows:

O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!

It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night

As a rich jewel in an Ethiop’s ear;

Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear!

So shows a snowy dove trooping with crows,

As yonder lady o’er her fellows shows.

The measure done, I’ll watch her place of stand,

And, touching hers, make blessed my rude hand.

Did my heart love till now? Foreswear it, sight!

For I ne’ver saw true beauty till this night.
Paraphrase Romeo’s speech.

9. In lines 102-117 Romeo approaches Juliet to speak with her.

Romeo:  If I profane with my unworthiest hand

This holy shrine, the gentle sin is this:

My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand

To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss

Juliet: Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand too much,

Which mannerly devotion shows in this;

For saints have hands that pilgrims’ hands do touch,

And palm to palm is holy palmers’ kiss.

Romeo:  Have not saints lips, and holy palmers too?

Juliet:  Ay, pilgrim, lips that they must use in prayer.

Romeo:  O! then, dear saint, let lips do what hands do;

They pray, Grant thou, lest faith turn to despair.

Juliet:  Saints do not move, though grant for prayers’ sake.

Romeo:  Then move not, while my prayers’ effect I take.

a. What is a “pilgrim”?

b. What is a “palmer”?

c. Why is Romeo a “pilgrim” in this sonnet?

d. Why is Juliet a “saint”?

e. List the words and phrases that have a religious connotation.  Why did Shakespeare include these?

f. Like the Prologue, this sonnet is organized in three quatrains and one couplet.  What is happening in the first quatrain?  What is the tone?

g. What is happening in the second quatrain?  What is the tone?

h. What is happening in the third quatrain?  (These lines are partly separated by speaker.)  What is the tone?

i. What is happening in the final couplet?  What is the tone?

10. To their horror, Romeo and Juliet soon realize each other’s identity.  In lines 154-157, Juliet says,

“My only love sprung from my only hate!

Too early seen unknown, and known too late!

Prodigious birth of love it is to me

That I must love a loathed enemy.”

Describe Juliet’s feelings at this moment.

Romeo and Juliet

Act II

Study Guide

Scene II

1. In lines 11-14 why is Romeo reluctant to let Juliet know he is in the garden?

2. In lines 35-38 what does Juliet ask Romeo to do?  What does Juliet promise to do?

3. What warning does Juliet give to Romeo in lines 70-73 and 78?

4. In lines 100-103 why is Juliet worried?

5. In lines 118-120 Juliet commands Romeo the following:

“O, swear not by the moon, the inconstant moon,
That monthly changes in her circled orb,
Lest that thy love prove likewise variable.”

Why doesn’t Juliet want Romeo to swear by the “inconstant moon”?

6. In lines 157-162 what does Juliet ask Romeo to do?  What does she promise in return?

Scene III

1. Where does Friar Laurence think Romeo has been all night in lines 46-47?

2. In lines 70-74 Friar Laurence says the following:
“Holy Saint Francis, what a change is here!
Is Rosaline, whom thou didst love so dear,
So soon forsaken? young men's love then lies
Not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes.”

How would you paraphrase these lines (put into your own words)?

3. What in lines 75-85 is Friar Laurence’s opinion of Romeo’s rapid change of affections from one girl to another?

4. In lines 98-100 what does Friar Laurence say he hopes will be the result when he agrees to marry Romeo and Juliet?

5. How are Friar Laurence’s warning in lines 102-103 similar to Juliet’s fears in Scene III?
Scene VI

1.  While waiting for Juliet to arrive, Friar Laurence gives Romeo the following warning on lines 9-16:

“These violent delights have violent ends
And in their triumph die, like fire and powder,
Which as they kiss consume: the sweetest honey
Is loathsome in his own deliciousness
And in the taste confounds the appetite:
Therefore love moderately; long love doth so;
Too swift arrives as tardy as too slow.”

What “delights” and “honey” is he talking about?   What does he mean “too swift arrives as tardy as too slow”? Put this passage into your own words:

Romeo and Juliet

Act III Scenes I, II, III, IV

Study Guide

Scene I

1. In lines 52-55 what does Benvolio suggest be done?

2. Romeo says the following to Tybalt in lines 65-68:

“Tybalt, the reason that I have to love thee
Doth much excuse the appertaining rage
To such a greeting: villain am I none;
Therefore farewell; I see thou know'st me not.”

What “reason” is Romeo referring to?

3. In what way is Romeo accidentally responsible for Mercutio’s death?

4. The following passage occurs after Mercutio dies:

BENVOLIO 
Here comes the furious Tybalt back again.  
128

ROMEO 

Alive, in triumph! and Mercutio slain!
Away to heaven, respective lenity,

130
And fire-eyed fury be my conduct now!

Re-enter TYBALT
Now, Tybalt, take the villain back again,
That late thou gavest me; for Mercutio's soul
Is but a little way above our heads,
Staying for thine to keep him company:
135
Either thou, or I, or both, must go with him.

What challenge does Romeo make to Tybalt?

5. In lines 190-193 why does Lady Capulet thinks Benvolio is lying?  What wild accusation does she go on to make?

Scene II

1. In lines 22-26 what does Juliet think should happen to Romeo after he dies?

2. In lines 98-103 how does Juliet respond to the Nurse’s wish that shame come on Romeo?

Scene III

1. In lines 118-124 what is Romeo about to do?

2. What three blessings does the Friar mention in lines 152-158?

3. In lines 176-177 how does the Nurse react to the advice the Friar has just given to Romeo?

4. How has Romeo’s mood changed by lines 182 since he threatened to kill himself?

Scene IV

1. In lines 11-13 what reason do Lord and Lady Capulet think causes Juliet to be sad?  Why is she “mewed up in her heaviness”?

Scene V

1. In lines 1-5 the following exchange occurs:

JULIET 
“Wilt thou be gone? it is not yet near day:
It was the nightingale, and not the lark,
That pierced the fearful hollow of thine ear;
Nightly she sings on yon pomegranate-tree:
Believe me, love, it was the nightingale.”

5

What is Juliet trying to get Romeo to believe?

ROMEO 

“It was the lark, the herald of the morn,
No nightingale: look, love, what envious streaks
Do lace the severing clouds in yonder east:
Night's candles are burnt out, and jocund day
Stands tiptoe on the misty mountain tops.

10
I must be gone and live, or stay and die.”
How is day personified here?  What action is the new day performing?

2. What is the vision Juliet has in lines 55-57?

3. What does Lady Capulet think Juliet is crying about in lines 72-74?

4. In line 102 what does Lady Capulet plan to do about Romeo?

5. What does the Nurse advise Juliet to do?

6. In lines 265-270 Juliet says the following:

“Ancient damnation! O most wicked fiend!

265
Is it more sin to wish me thus forsworn,
Or to dispraise my lord with that same tongue
Which she hath praised him with above compare
So many thousand times? Go, counsellor;
Thou and my bosom henceforth shall be twain.”
270

How has Juliet’s relationship with the Nurse changed?

7. Compare and contrast the behavior of the Friar and the Nurse at the end of Act III.  Which of the two would you trust more if you were Romeo or Juliet?  Why?

Romeo and Juliet

Act IV Scenes I, II, III, IV

Study Guide 

1. In lines 75-84, Friars Laurence thinks of a way out and asks Juliet if she is brave enough to help stage her own death. In her answer on lines 85-97, she describes several pictures of death. Summarize the description of death she includes.

2.  Summarize Friar Laurence’s plan as described in lines 98-130.

3. In what ways is Friar Laurence a father figure to Juliet?

Scene II

1. How does Juliet behave towards her father in this scene?

Scene III

1.  How does Juliet persuade her mother to leave her alone the night before the scheduled wedding to Paris?

2.  Read Juliet’s soliloquy that she speaks just before taking the Friar’s potion, lines 26-60. 

a. What doubt Friar Laurence does Juliet have at the beginning of the soliloquy?

Romeo and Juliet

Act V scenes I-III

Study guide

1. What premonition does Romeo have at the beginning of this scene in lines 6-10?

2. What has gone wrong with Friar Laurence’s plan?

3. What kind of place is the apothecary’s shop?

4. In lines 85-89 Romeo tells the Apothecary the following:

“There is thy gold, worse poison to men's souls,
Doing more murders in this loathsome world,
Than these poor compounds that thou mayst not sell.
I sell thee poison; thou hast sold me none.”

How does Romeo compare money to poison?  Put into your own words this passage by Romeo:

Scene II

5. What story does Friar Jon tell Friar Laurence about delivering the letter to Romeo.  

6. What excuse does Romeo give Balthasar for his wanting o enter Juliet’s tomb?

7. IN lines 91-123, Romeo delivers a soliloquy about death.  Read it and answer the questions that follow.  

a. What does Romeo say about Juliet’s appearance?

b. Why does he say he will “shake the yoke of inauspicious star” in line 114?

Why does he use a comparison with a boat in lines 120-121? How does this compare to two earlier comments: IN act I, “But he that hath the steerage of my course/Direct my sail”, and in act II, Scene II, “I am no pilot; yet wert thou as far / As that cast shore washed with the farthest sea, / I should adventure for such merchandise”?
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