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CAHSEE Homework Organizer #4 of 4

Reading Comprehension Differentiation

Due: Monday, 12 March 2012
All homework must be completed in its entirety.   Incomplete or incorrect homework will not receive any points!  Random homework checks will be completed at the teacher’s discretion and students will be expected to have all assigned work complete and ready to be stamped at any time.
Special CAHSEE Reminder: To avoid a homework card and a zero, you must provide evidence that you have used the Six-Step Start-Up (underlining, highlighting, stars, notes in margins, etc.) and POE (wrong answers crossed out).
	Assignment 

Number
	Assignment Description
	Due Date 
	Assignment Value
	Points Earned

	1
	“Why I’d Like to Visit Texas” Practice Test Questions

· All questions answered according to the directions.
	Thursday, 3/1
	25
	

	2
	Narrative Elements
· All questions answered according to the directions.
	Monday, 3/5
	25
	

	3
	“Slow Death of a Cave” Practice Test Questions

· All questions answered according to the directions.
	Tuesday, 3/6
	25
	

	4
	“Carrier Pigeons” Practice Test Questions
· All questions answered according to the directions.
	Wednesday, 3/7
	25
	

	5
	Setting and Theme
· All questions answered according to the directions.
	Thursday, 3/8
	25
	

	6
	“A Brain Divided” Practice Test Questions
· All questions answered according to the directions.
	Friday, 3/9
	25
	

	7
	Vocabulary in Context
· All questions answered according to the directions.
	Monday, 3/12
	25
	

	8
	Answer Key and Self-Reflection

· All questions answered according to the directions.

· Attach to the end of this packet.
	Monday, 3/12
	10
	

	9
	Grammar Packet

· All blanks filled in, even for days you were absent.
· Attach to the end of this packet.
	Monday, 3/12
	30
	

	Total Points Earned

(of 215)
	


Unit Four: Reading Comprehension Differentiation

Assignment #1 (Strand)

Due: Thursday, 1 February 2012
Standards Addressed: 8RC2.1; WFV1.2; RC2.4; RC2.5; RC2.7
ESLR: Resourceful Learner – Take responsibility for learning
[image: image1.emf]Directions: Read the document and answer questions 1 through 5. Circle the correct answer and respond to any additional questions asked of you, following the directions provided.

“Why I’d Like to Visit Texas” Essay Contest 

We extend a special invitation to enter our contest: “Why I’d Like to Visit Texas.” We’ll have one high school winner from each state across the country.

If you win, you will receive an all-expense paid trip for two to the great state of Texas! You will tour the state, stopping in six cities to visit overnight and to see landmarks. The prize includes hotel rooms, meals, round-trip transportation to and from Texas, and all your transportation within the state.

Essay Rules:

You must meet each criterion for your essay to be considered. You may only write about one of the Texas landmarks or Texas symbols listed at the bottom of this page under “Topics.” Your essay must be entitled “Why I’d Like to Visit Texas.” We encourage you to research many resources as you plan your essay. We are looking for dynamic essays that will capture attention and provide fascinating detail.

Your essay must be at least 1,000 words, but no longer than 1,500 words. All entries that do not meet this length requirement will be automatically disqualified. Be certain that your essay is rich with historical facts. Mark each fact with a number, and include reference for the fact as an endnote. Include a full bibliography with your entry. Points will be subtracted for weak grammar and poor spelling. While we prefer typed entries, handwritten entries are allowed, but we must be able to read your handwriting. 

Do not write your name on the essay. Instead, staple a cover sheet and the entry form to your essay. Include your name, address, and telephone number. After we receive the entries, we will assign each one a number. Include a confirmation from your high school attendance office to show that you are registered at the high school.

We will accept only one entry per student. While we encourage you to share this information with your friends, only one entry per envelope will be accepted.

If your entry is postmarked prior to December 31, and you include a self-addressed, stamped envelope, we’ll send you a free Texas sticker! We’ll also send you a list of winners.

Topics:

Landmarks: The Alamo, Sam Rayburn House, Spanish Governor’s Palace, Perry’s Point, Casas Amarillas, Rainbow Cliffs

State Symbols: State Flag, State Bird (Mockingbird), State Flower (Bluebonnet), State Tree (Pecan), State Song (“Texas, Our Texas”)

Submit your entry to the following address:

Why I’d Like to Visit Texas

P.O. Box 44521

San Antonio, TX 78209

1. As we have discussed in class, it is important to be able to identify the main idea of the nonfiction text you read. In a complete sentence identify the main idea of the “Why I’d Like to Visit Texas” Essay Contest document.

________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The author begins the document by describing the benefits of winning the contest, rather than by giving the rules. What is the MOST likely reason for this order?

A to save space and time

B to save the most important information for last 

C to meet the requirements of contest laws

D to draw immediate interest and attention

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail Question?

________________________________________________

In your own words, explain the logic of your answer.  (Why did you choose your answer?)

________________________________________________

3. According to the document, which of these must be verified for an entry to be accepted?

A the student’s age

B the student’s registration at a high school

C the originality of the student’s essay

D the references the student cited

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail Question?

________________________________________________

In which paragraph can this answer be found? 

________________________________________________

4. Which of these would NOT be an acceptable topic for a contest entry?

A the Rio Grande River

B the origin of “Texas, Our Texas”

C the mockingbird

D Perry’s Point: Texas at its most glorious

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail Question?

________________________________________________

In which paragraphs can the information needed to answer this question be found?

________________________________________________

5. Which of the following entries would be disqualified in this essay contest?

A an essay about Rainbow Cliffs

B a handwritten essay

C a 1,600 word essay

D an essay with uninteresting facts

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail Question?

________________________________________________

In which paragraphs can the information needed to answer this question be found?

________________________________________________

What does the word “disqualified” mean?

________________________________________________

Assignment #2:  Due Monday, 5 March 2012
Narrative Elements
Standard: LRA3.6 – Analyze and trace an author’s development of time and sequence.

ESLR: Resourceful Learner – Take responsibility for learning

Rationale:  On the CAHSEE, you will be asked to analyze narrative elements.  You may be familiar with narrative elements such as conflict, plot, and sequence.  In a story, the conflict refers to the reason the action in the story takes place.  It is the struggle between opposing forces in a narrative.  Plot, meanwhile, refers to the series of events that the action of the narrative is centered on, or, more simply, what happens in a story.  The sequence refers to the order of events in a story.

Directions:  Helena is reading book reviews published in the local newspaper.  The following three reviews grabbed her interest in particular.  Read the reviews and decide whether they mainly describe the conflict, plot, or sequence of the book.

Review: The Archer’s Journey

Although this is a fascinating book, it can be difficult to follow at times.  When we first meet the Archer family, the two children are in school—Ava is six, and Simon is ten.  In the following chapter, however, Ava is three and Simon is seven.  In the third chapter both Ava and Simon are adults with their own children. When presenting the events, the narrator jumps from one decade to another—and then back again.  Readers will have to be alert to stay on top of all the shifts in time.  This is particularly true in the last paragraph of the book, in which Ava goes from toddler to great-grandmother in a single sentence!

1. Does this review focus primarily on the conflict, plot, or sequence of the book?

__________________________________________________

Review: Different Strokes

Trouble brews the moment Max and Mihir are introduced.  Max listens to jazz, reads only mystery novels, and loves to swim in the lake.  Mihir prefers hip-hop, sports magazines, and a tough game of basketball.  The two guys could not be more different, and when their teacher asks them to plan the school’s homecoming dance together, things get out of control.  How does Mihir react when Max proposes that kids waltz to music by Strauss?  And how does Max respond when Mihir suggests kids shoot hoops in the middle of the dance?  To find out the answers, you’ll have to read the book.

2. Does this review focus primarily on the conflict, plot, or sequence of the book?

__________________________________________________

Review: Isabel’s Trip to the Farm

The moment Isabel arrives on her grandparents’ farm, the story shoots off like a rocket.  Isabel, who has never been out of the city, is suddenly milking cows, tossing table scraps to pigs, and caring for a sick hog.  She develops an unexpected bond with a barn owl and, with its help, slowly gets the hang of things.  There is never a dull moment as Isabel stops a stampede of horses, discovers a diamond ring in the pig slop, and wins a blue ribbon for her rhubarb pie at the county fair.  The story is enriched by a cast of remarkable supporting characters, including a crafty field mouse, a ballerina whose car breaks down near the farm, and a local store owner with evil plans for Isabel’s grandparents.  You won’t want to miss any of Isabel’s outings.

3. Does this review focus primarily on the conflict, plot, or sequence of the book?

__________________________________________________

Directions:  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

Butterfly’s Story

My name is Butterfly White.  Have you ever heard of me?  I’ve already done a commercial for Dandy Donuts, which aired during a rerun of The Fuddles.  I was the woman in green sitting at the table eating a cruller.  I was only on television for a split second, but if you watch it on a VCR and hit the pause button at just the right moment, you can very clearly make out my left arm.

I want to tell you about the time I auditioned for a movie.  You may ask, “Why, Butterfly, did you audition for a movie?”  That’s a good question, because everyone knows my lifelong dream is to have my own television sitcom targeted at fourteen- to eighteen-year-olds.  At the time I figured a movie role would be a good stepping stone to achieving that dream.  Now I know what a mistake I made.

From the moment I stepped inside the director’s office, things weren’t right.  I politely told the receptionist that I, Butterfly, had arrived.  He said something along the lines of “Yeah, whatever, the director’s in there,” and pointed his pen toward an open door.

I walked through that door, and the director looked up from his desk.  “Thanks for coming in, Bertha.”

We shook hands, and I explained that although Bertha was my given name, my fans knew me only as Butterfly.  (When I sign autographs, I always write Butterfly in loopy cursive and draw a tiny monarch butterfly under the y.)  I instructed him to call me Butterfly.

“Yeah, okay.  I’m Mike.”  He snapped his gum.  “What have you done?”

I told him about my commercial for Dandy Donuts.  I left out the fact that it aired during a rerun of The Fuddles.  (I dislike being boastful.)

He stared at me blankly and then furrowed his brow.  “Any movie work?”

I explained that this was the first movie I had ever considered and that my lifelong dream was to have my own television sitcom targeted at fourteen- to eighteen-year-olds.  I told him this was merely a stepping-stone to achieving that dream.

“Huh?” he said.  His face retained that odd, blank expression.

I started to repeat everything I had just said when he abruptly broke in.  “We’re looking for a girl with short red hair.”

“I don’t have short red hair.”

“I see that.”

“I have long black hair.”

“Again, I see that.”

I told him that I was averse to cutting my long black hair and that I would need my long black hair for the character I expected to portray in my television sitcom targeted at fourteen- to eighteen-year-olds.  I reminded him that his movie was merely a stepping-stone to achieving that dream.

“Too bad,” he said.  A curious frown came over his face.  “Guess we can’t use you, Birdie.”

“My name is Butterfly.”

“Right.  Butterfly.”  He sat down at his desk and rustled some papers.  “Best of luck to you.”  He picked up his phone, punching buttons with his finger.

I thanked him for his time and left.  I did not bother to leave a VHS tape containing my work for Dandy Donuts.

In retrospect, I think this all turned out for the best.  Being in a movie would only take up my time, and my time is precious.  I need to prepare myself for my television sitcom targeted at fourteen- to eighteen-year-olds.  After all, that’s my lifelong dream.

4. What is the conflict between Butterfly and the director?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

5. How is this conflict resolved?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

6. Summarize the plot of the story in two sentences.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
7. Identify an event in the story that happens after Butterfly arrives at the director’s office and before she refuses to cut her hair.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

8. At one point in the story, the director says, “We’re looking for a girl with short red hair.”  Why is this statement important to the development of the story’s conflict?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

9. Identify an event in the story that happens after Butterfly meets the director and before he tells her he is looking for a girl with short red hair.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

10. In the story, why doesn’t Butterfly resolve the conflict by offering to cut her hair?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

11. At one point in the story, Butterfly announces, “I have long black hair.”  Why is this detail important to the plot of the story?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

12. Throughout the story, Butterfly makes it clear that her lifelong dream is to have her own television sitcom targeted at fourteen- to eighteen-year-olds.  Why is this detail important to the plot of the story?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

13. Identify an event in Butterfly’s story that takes place before she auditions for the movie role.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Using Narrative Elements to Determine Cause and Effect

Cause refers to something that—or somebody who—makes something happen or is responsible for a certain result.  Effect refers to a change that is a direct result of action by somebody or something else.  How do these two things work together in a passage?  To understand cause-and-effect relationships in a text, you should pay close attention to how certain events in a story influence other things in a story.  For example, how does the decision of one character affect the events that follow?  As you read a passage, look out for causes and effects—and how they are related.  Pay close attention to the cause-and-effect relationships and how they relate to narrative elements discussed earlier—specifically, conflict, plot, and sequence.  These three elements can be important clues in understanding cause-and-effect relationships.

Directions:  Read the short passage below and answer the questions that follow.

The Unlikely Actress

You probably won’t believe how I landed the lead in the school play, but I’ll tell you anyway.  Pay close attention, though, because the story is almost unbelievable.

Two months ago Ms. Shah, our drama teacher, made a schoolwide announcement.  Students who wished to be in the fall drama, Don’t Drink the Water, should show up at room 62 at 3:00 P.M. the following Monday.  By coincidence, students interested in joining the math club should meet that same day, at the same time—but in room 26.

As you might have guessed, I wanted to be in the math club.  I love algebra, can’t wait to reach geometry, and think numbers are cool.  Well, I might think numbers are cool, but that doesn’t mean I always get them straight.  I was in such a rush that October afternoon at 3:00 P.M.—I was helping Carmen with fractions in the library—that I got confused about which room to go to.  I went to room 62 rather than room 26.

By the time I realized my mistake, it was too late.  The class door was shut, and Ms. Shah was describing the play to a room full of students, all of whom were listening carefully.  I didn’t want to interrupt and cause a commotion.

One thing led to another, and a week later I found myself at the audition.  I was terrible—I fumbled my lines, delivered other students’ lines, and even tripped as I got off the stage.  Ms. Shah said she wanted to work with me nonetheless and asked if I would be the understudy to the lead actress, Holly.  This meant that if anything happened to Holly, I would have to step in and perform her role.

The play went into rehearsal, and I slowly got better.  I think one reason I improved so much is that I didn’t think I’d ever actually have to perform.  What were the chances that Holly, the lead, would need a replacement?

The chances might have been slim, but that’s exactly what happened.  Two days before the show opened, Holly slipped down the stairs and sprained her ankle.  She couldn’t stand up, much less get around the stage.

I would need to step into her role.  And that’s the story of how a girl who loves numbers and algebra wound up playing the lead in Don’t Drink the Water.

14. What was the effect of Holly’s spraining her ankle?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

15. What caused the narrator of the story to go to the wrong room on that October afternoon when Ms. Shah gathered students interested in being in the school play?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Directions:  This passage contains a recipe that has its steps out of order.  As you read, think about how the steps would be placed in the correct order.  After you are done reading the recipe, number each event in the correct order from 1 to 8.  Also, explain your reasoning in choosing each step in terms of cause and effect.  You can write your reasoning in the margins alongside each step.

An Icy Treat

Isabel was asked to bring something to the school picnic for the class to share.  She planned on making homemade frozen-juice treats.  She was able to locate different pieces of the recipe, but they were out of order.  Here is what Isabel had to work with:

_____ Wrap a sheet of plastic around each juice-filled tray.

_____ Unwrap the sheet of plastic and remove the frozen juice cubes from the tray.  Use the toothpicks to handle each juice cube.  Enjoy your new icy treat!

_____ Stick toothpicks through the sheets of plastic, placing one toothpick in each compartment of each tray.

_____ After pouring the juice, make sure each compartment of each tray is filled with plenty of juice—just as you would fill it with water to make ice cubes.

_____ Once the juice has completely hardened, remove the trays from the freezer.

_____ Begin with three empty ice cube trays.

_____ Pour your favorite juice in the empty ice cube trays.

_____ Place the juice-filled trays into the freezer.  Keep them wrapped in the sheets of plastic so the toothpicks will be stuck in place.
Unit Four: Reading Comprehension Differentiation

Assignment #3 (Strand)

Due: Tuesday, 6 March 2012
Standards Addressed: RC2.4; RC2.5; RC2.7; RC2.8 

ESLR:  Resourceful Learner – Take responsibility for learning

Directions: Read the following passage and answer questions 1-7. Circle the correct answer and respond to any additional questions asked of you, following the directions provided.

Slow Death of a Cave

An onslaught of tourists threatens the pristine grandeur of Kartchner Caverns

By Leslie Vreeland

One by one, the brown-eared bats squeeze through a six-inch hole and emerge into deepening twilight; an instant later, they have fluttered off to feed. At Kartchner Caverns, flocks of bats have repeated this ritual each summer evening for 40,000 years. But these days, with the advent of tourism, the bats are not the only creatures shuttling in and out of this labyrinthine world of darkness. Since Kartchner was opened to the public two years ago, tours have been selling out weeks in advance. So far the bats still appear to be thriving. But the cave itself may be dying.

Located just 30 miles north of the Mexican border in southern Arizona’s austere Whetstone Mountains, Kartchner is a pristine example of a living cave, with formations that are still moist and growing. The brilliant orange, red, and gold stalactites and stalagmites in the caverns have been formed and fed during the past 200,000 years by rainwater that combines with carbon dioxide from the air and carbon from the soil, trickles through limestone, and finally seeps through the earth to deposit mineral-laden droplets.

The state of Arizona recently spent 12 years and $30 million to turn this subterranean fairyland of spires, turrets, and shields into what officials have dubbed the Environmental Cave, taking pains to protect it from the potential damage caused by tourism.

Kartchner’s formations depend on moisture, so humidity must be maintained at 99 percent or the fantastic structures will stop growing. A temperature variant of just half a degree can dry out the cave within weeks. But there’s a scalding desert above and 500 tourists come through each day, so visitors must enter through two steel doors designed to keep hot air from seeping in. Misters spray the cave floor to keep it damp.

Visitors are treated to an impressive, if garish, display: At the end of the tour, in front of the grandest formation of all, the cave suddenly goes dark. New Age music swells, and dozens of pulsating lasers swirl about the towering Kubla Khan, a 58-foot-high column of sandstone. And this is part of the problem. The high intensity of the lights, say cave specialists, can cause algae to grow on the formations and dull them. The humidifying misters may be causing additional damage by disturbing airflow patterns, air temperature, and mineral deposits, and by disrupting the delicate ecosystem supporting the cave’s various life-forms. Despite protests from scientists, the misters now run around the clock—not 12 hours a day, as originally planned—to compensate for the unexpected impact of tourists. Yet, the cave is still drying out. One year after Kartchner opened, it was less humid and one degree warmer in areas where the public visits. (Despite several requests, officials failed to provide new data.)

Park officials have suggested that the cave is dry because of a recent drought and note that hard rains have since fallen and added moisture. Nevertheless, they have hired a paleontologist to assess the impact of tourism on the cave and to devise new ways to avert further damage. Ronal Kerbo, the National Park Service’s leading expert on cave preservation, remains optimistic but warns, “Kartchner will never be a pristine environment again. This is what happens when you open a cave to the public and say, ‘Come on in.’”

It is important to identify the main idea of a nonfiction text prior to answering questions about it. On the lines below, in a complete sentence, explain the main idea of the “Slow Death of a Cave” article.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Based on information in the last paragraph of the passage, it is likely that in the future—

A the public will return Kartchner to its original condition.

B changes will be made to save Kartchner from further damage.

C the state of Arizona will close Kartchner to the public.

D other caves will be found near the Kartchner site.

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question? 

_______________________________________________

Circle the key words in question one.

2. What information from the passage supports the idea that the temperature plays an important role in the life of cave formations?

A . . . brilliant orange, red, and gold stalagmites in the caverns have been formed . . . 

B . . . visitors must enter through two steel doors designed to keep hot air from seeping in . . . 

C . . . hard rains have since fallen and added moisture . . . 

D . . . they have hired a paleontologist to assess the impact of tourism on the cave . . . 

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question? 

_______________________________________________

In which paragraph can the correct answer be found?

_______________________________________________Which of the following BEST represents the opposing forces in this passage?

E society versus progress

F society versus nature

G politics versus society

H politics versus industry

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question?

_______________________________________________

You can use Process of Elimination (P.O.E.) to answer this question. On the lines below, briefly explain how you were able to eliminate the three wrong answers.

Wrong Answer #1 _______________________________________________

Wrong Answer #2 _______________________________________________

Wrong Answer #3 _______________________________________________

3. Which statement can be supported with information from the passage?

A Kartchner Caverns were named after the family who owned the land.

B The tour of Kartchner Caverns usually takes at least half a day.

C Public access to the Kartchner Caverns should be limited.

D The state of Arizona earns large revenues from entry fees at Kartchner Caverns.

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question? 

_______________________________________________

In which paragraph(s) can you find evidence to support your answer?

_______________________________________________

4. Which word BEST describes the author’s feelings about what is happening in Kartchner Caverns?

A optimistic

B concerned

C approving

D helpless

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question? 

_______________________________________________

This question is asking about an author’s feelings; what is the literary term that best describes this phrase?

_______________________________________________

5. This passage is BEST described as—

A a fictional work.

B a biography.

C an article.

D a dramatic monologue.

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question? 

_______________________________________________

Each of the genres listed above are terms for which you have flashcards. Show what you know, and define each genre below.

A. ________________________________________

B. ________________________________________

C. ________________________________________

D. ________________________________________

6. The passage provides the most information on the—

A causes of damage to Kartchner Caverns.

B location of Kartchner Caverns.

C inhabitants of Kartchner Caverns.

D age of Kartchner Caverns.

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question? 

_______________________________________________

Circle the key words in question seven.

Unit Three: Reading Comprehension Differentiation

Assignment #4 (Strand)

Due: Wednesday, 7 March 2012
Standards Addressed: WFV1.1; RC2.3; RC2.7; RC2.8

ESLR:  Resourceful Learner – Take responsibility for learning
Directions: Read the brochure and answer questions 1-5. Circle the correct answer and respond to any additional questions asked of you, following the directions provided.

Carrier Pigeons

People have used pigeons to carry messages to one another for hundreds of years. In the 12th century, the royal palaces of Iraq and Syria included pigeon houses so the kings could be kept informed of their generals’ victories and defeats on the battlefield. In fact, pigeons were a common way to send messages right up through World War II.

In 1815 an English banker named Nathan Rothschild made his fortune by relying on messages sent to him by carrier pigeons. English troops were fighting Napoleon’s forces in France, and the English were believed to be losing. A financial panic gripped London. Government bonds were offered at low prices. Few people noticed that Rothschild was snapping up these bonds when everyone else was desperately trying to sell them. A few days later, London learned the truth; the Duke of Wellington had defeated Napoleon at the battle of Waterloo. The value of bonds soared, and Rothschild became fabulously wealthy . . . all because his pigeons had brought him news of the victory before anyone else knew of it. 

Most of the time, however, carrier pigeons were used to benefit an entire country, not just one individual. The United States, England, France, Germany, and Italy, in both World War I and World War II, used carrier pigeons. Not only were they often the fastest, most reliable way to send messages, they could also be used to reach soldiers far beyond enemy lines, where radios and field telephone lines were useless. Since they could easily be released from airplanes or ships, every branch of the armed services used the birds. In World War II, more than 3,000 soldiers and 150 officers were needed to care for and train the tens of thousands of birds in the U.S. Pigeon Service.

Carrying messages could be a dangerous job. Some pigeons performed with such bravery that they became famous and were even awarded medals, such as England’s Dicken Medal of Gallantry. In a few cases, pigeons even became prisoners of war. In 1918 American forces captured a pigeon named The Kaiser, which had been trained to fly special missions for Germany, during battle. He was taken to America, where he lived to the age of 32. 

The most famous pigeon of all may have been Cher Ami. Stationed in France during World War I, he carried twelve important messages for American forces. On his last mission, though wounded, he carried a message that saved the lives of 194 American soldiers. For his extraordinary service, he was awarded the French “Croix de Guerre.”

Carrier pigeons are a slightly different breed from the kind of pigeons you see on city streets. They are much thinner and taller, with longer legs. Many people find carrier pigeons ugly because of their big wattle, a knobby buildup of skin on the beak; however, people who raise pigeons often enjoy the odd appearance and consider carriers the best of their breed.

Today, modern communication methods can carry information from one place to another hundreds of times faster than a pigeon could do it. However, few people would argue with the fact that carrier pigeons—especially those that served in the military—have earned their place in history. Stories about brave pigeons such as Cher Ami, President Wilson, and Colonel’s Lady have the power to inspire as no fax machine or high-speed Internet connection could ever do.

1. To learn how to send messages via carrier pigeon, a student should research which of the following topics?

A capture

B habitat

C training

D anatomy

Circle the key words in question one.
Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question?

_______________________________________________
In your own words, explain how you know your answer is correct.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Read the sentence below from the passage.

Few people noticed that Rothschild was snapping up these bonds when everyone else was desperately trying to sell them.

In this sentence, snapping up means

A giving away.

B destroying.

C throwing out.

D buying.

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question? 

_____________________________________________

In your own words, explain how you know your answer is correct.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Which of the following statements from the passage supports the author’s conclusion that carrier pigeons sometimes had a dangerous job?

A In 1815 an English banker named Nathan Rothschild made his fortune by relying on messages sent to him by carrier pigeons.

B Since they could easily be released from airplanes or ships, every branch of the armed services used the birds.

C On his last mission, though wounded, he carried a message that saved the lives of 194 American soldiers.

D Many people find carrier pigeons ugly because of their big wattle, a knobby buildup of skin on the beak.

Circle the key words in question three.

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question?

_______________________________________________
In which paragraph can you find the answer you chose?

_______________________________________________

4. The author provides specific dates throughout this passage in order to

A show that carrier pigeons are more important in modern times than they were in the past.

B indicate the impact of carrier pigeons at significant points in history.

C explain the causes and effects of world events.

D avoid confusing the reader when switching back and forth between past and present times.

Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question?

_______________________________________________

Identify two historical periods the author discusses in the passage.

_______________________________________________

Assignment #5:  Due Thursday, 8 March 2012
Setting and Theme
Standard: LRA 3.5 – Compare works that express a universal theme and provide evidence to support the ideas expressed in each work.

ESLR: Resourceful Learner – Take responsibility for learning

Rationale:  On the CAHSEE, you will be asked to analyze the setting and the theme of different passages.  The setting refers to the time and place in which a story takes place.  To determine the setting, pay close attention to where and when the action happens.  Are the characters inside or outside?  What do their surroundings look like?  Are there any smells or sounds?  What time of day is it?  What time of year is it?  Does the story take place in the present, the past, or the future?  The answers to these questions will not always be obvious.  Sometimes you will have to look for clues that reveal the setting.  For example, a snowstorm indicates that the story most likely takes place in the winter.  You might not be able to answer all of these questions all of the time.  But as you read, always pay close attention to the details so you can say as much as possible about the setting.  The theme of a story is its main point.  It could be a general idea that the author wants to communicate, such as a lesson or moral that the author wants readers to learn.  To figure out the theme of a story, think about the main subject of the story as a whole.  The theme should capture the essence of the story—not just part of it.

Directions:  The following lines are excerpts from stories.  Use details from the text to determine the setting.  Then write down the time of day, the season, and the location.

1. Ms. Gordeeva hurried through the rows and rows of books, her eyes scanning the shelves for novels by Jane Austen.  She was in a rush—dinner was in less than an hour.  She took off her winter gloves and reached for Emma.

Time of Day: _______________________________________

Season: ___________________________________________
Location: __________________________________________
2. Yawning, Irina glanced out her window.  Snow fell at a furious pace, and the sky looked a magical purple.  She tossed her robe on her bed and jumped under the covers.  “Glad I’m inside,” she whispered to herself.

Time of Day: _______________________________________

Season: ___________________________________________
Location: __________________________________________
3. Holding the string to his kite, Mark raced across the sand, his dog Fido at his side.  The waves crashed onto the shore, the foamy water covering Mark’s toes and ankles.  The sky was a piercing blue, and Fido seemed to be yelping with joy.  “Time for lunch, big guy,” Mark said, quickening his pace.

Time of Day: _______________________________________

Season: ___________________________________________
Location: __________________________________________
Directions:  Read the passages below and answer the questions that follow.

A Surprise

At the beginning of the semester, Alex was happy.  He was taking only three classes, and for each class he had one book to read, one paper to write, and one exam to pass.  Getting high grades would be a breeze as usual.  So when the end of the semester rolled around and Alex found himself buried under a mountain of work, he was very surprised.  He was the only one to be surprised, though.  His homeroom teacher, Ms. Moreno, had warned Alex that if he was going to read three books, write three papers, and pass three exams, he was going to have to put in a lot of time at the library from the very beginning.

4. What is the theme of this passage?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Facing the Storm

Our captain yelled, “Onward,

into the mighty ocean storm.”

The other captain cowered

and hid in the belly of his boat.

In the end, my mates and I had riches

and friendships stronger than any storm.

The other captain had nothing

And was very forlorn.

5. What is the theme of this poem?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Directions:  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.  

The Art Contest

It all began two months ago.  India’s school announced it would have an art contest in which each student could enter one piece of art, to be judged by a local artist for originality, technique, difficulty, and general quality.  First place would go to the student with the highest overall score.

India entered her prized painting, Wanda Wears Yellow.  Her art teacher, Mr. Blanco, had praised it, saying it was “hilariously rendered” and “full of life.”  India felt she had a good shot at winning the contest, but she didn’t want to jinx things.  “I’m putting the contest out of my mind,” she told her mother the evening after she entered the painting.  “I’ve done my part.  It’s up to the judge now.”

During the two months that passed after she submitted her painting, India went about her business as usual.  She produced two new art pieces:  a necklace made with objects she’d found in the park and a ceramic vase in the shape of an eggplant.  She rarely thought about the contest during the time she was creating the new art and participating in extracurricular activities such as soccer practice and working in her school’s darkroom.

But yesterday morning things heated up.  India went to her third-period art class, just as always.  She continued working on her current project, an abstract, three-dimensional collage using images clipped from magazines, when Mr. Blanco asked to speak with her in the hallway.  India glanced at the clock above the door:  it was 10:10.

“India,” he said, his eyes bright with excitement.  “I have some wonderful news for you.”  He paused, his face breaking out in a huge smile.  “You won the contest!”

India screamed with joy, then quickly covered her mouth, remembering that classes were in session.  The hallway was empty, and the floor shone.  “I can’t believe it,” she said, clapping her hands.  “What a shock!”

“It was very close between you and the student who finished in second place, Abel McQueen.  But your total score was 93, and his was 92.”

“That’s so close!” India responded.  “I’m really lucky.”

“You’re both wonderfully talented artists,” Mr. Blanco said.  “Here are the judge’s marks for your painting.  You got one score for each of the four categories and some comments regarding your work.”  India took the sheet of paper.  “You should be proud of yourself, India.  This is a magnificent accomplishment.”

He offered his hand in congratulations.  “Thanks so much, Mr. Blanco,” India said, still beaming.

“We’ll announce the results tomorrow in the school newspaper,” Mr. Blanco added, “but we wanted to give you and Abel the news a bit early.”

For the rest of the day, India felt like she was walking on clouds.  She didn’t tell anyone—even her closest friends—but she kept stealing glimpses of the judge’s marks and comments while she was in class.  “Lovely use of color,” the judge had written on the lines next to the category of “general quality,” and “Excellent perspective” was written next to the category of “technique.”  India felt joyously proud.  She sneaked another peek at the four numbers that landed her in first place:  22, 23, 24, and 23.  The judge had used heavy green ink, which soaked through to the other side of the paper.

In geometry, her second-to-last class of the day, India’s thoughts turned to the newspaper article that would announce her win.  “What will the article say?  Will it reprint the judge’s scores and comments?” she wondered.  “How will the other participants in the contest react?”

She looked again at the judge’s scores, this time very closely.  She added them up and made a shocking—even potentially scandalous—discovery.

“Look at this—22 plus 23 plus 24 plus 23,” she thought.  “That’s only 92.”  She added the numbers over and over, writing them in a column in her notebook many times.  She even punched the same four numbers into her calculator more times than necessary.

“I only scored a 92,” India thought, her mind racing with thoughts of how she’d be accused of stealing first place and cheating in order to win the contest.  She remembered that Abel also scored a 92, so their scores were tied.  She felt the energy drain from her body.

India tried to pay attention to her geometry teacher, but her thoughts kept wandering back to the art contest.  “What am I going to do?” she thought over and over again.

India’s final class period was study hall, so she had some quiet time to think about what she had just discovered.  The room was a soothing blue, and a rose bush stood just outside the window.  “I really want to win this contest,” India thought, looking at the roses.  “I’ve never won anything before.”

But another thought kept creeping into her head:  “It’s not fair to Abel—he worked hard too.”

After school India stopped by Mr. Blanco’s classroom and pointed out the error.  He triple-checked the numbers on India’s score sheet, then compared them to Abel’s scores.  India was right; she and Abel had tied.

“I’m very impressed by your commitment to truth,” Mr. Blanco eventually said to India.  “You’ve shown some remarkable integrity.”

This morning the school newspaper came out with a front-page story announcing the winners of the art contest.  There were two pictures, one of India and one of Abel, their smiling faces appearing side by side.

Before classes India sat in the busy cafeteria, surrounded by students sipping orange juice and double-checking their homework.  She flipped open the newspaper and began reading the article.  She couldn’t help thinking that she had done the right thing.
6. What is the theme of the story?

__________________________________________________

7. Identify one cause-and-effect relationship in the story that supports what you wrote about theme.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

8. What is the conflict that India faces in the story?  Does she learn anything from this conflict?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

9. Describe the setting at the end of the story.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

10. What is the setting of the story when India hears that she won the art contest?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

11. After India leaves study hall, having decided to point out the scoring mistake in the art contest, where does she go?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Directions:  Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

Considering College

When I was younger, college seemed like something that belonged to other people, not to me.  College students, it seemed, sat around coffee shops wearing sweatshirts that had their school’s name written across the front.  They talked about final exams and professors, dorm rooms and majors.  They hung out in libraries, pulled “all-nighters,” and crammed for midterms.  All of this seemed so foreign to me.

Neither of my parents went to college.  My dad works in a restaurant busing tables, and my mom is a seamstress.  It’s not that my parents don’t want me to go to college; it just never comes up.  Besides, they have a lot on their plates.  My grandmother lives with us, and she has diabetes.  Plus, my mother worries a lot about her job; there are always rumors that her company plans to lay off its employees.  So when it comes to me, I think they’re happy if I just stay out of trouble.

When my senior year of high school rolled around, the subject of college started coming up with kids at school.  Everyone talked about what they planned to do after graduation.

“I’m going to get more hours at the movie theater so I can get my own apartment,” my friend Astrid told me in homeroom.  That was on the second day of school.

“What about college?” I asked.  I knew some people who planned to go.

“Who needs college?” she said, rolling her eyes.  “That’s for people who want to postpone reality.”

The bell rang just as she said that, so I didn’t have to answer.  And that suited me just fine, because I didn’t really know how to respond.  I wasn’t so sure what I thought of college.  The whole question felt like a huge weight hanging on my shoulders.  It was like someone had filled my backpack with bricks, then slipped my arms through the straps and said, “There you go, Anton.  Lug that around night and day.”  Should I try to go to college?  I didn’t even know how to begin to answer that question.

So it was a good thing that I didn’t have to answer it on my own.  All of us seniors had to meet with a counselor in the fall to talk about our plans after high school.  My meeting came early because the students met with counselors in alphabetical order and my last name starts with a B.  I went to Ms. Green’s office on a Wednesday morning.  I always liked being there because she had two turtles, Phoebe and Fluff, in an aquarium and an orange Hula Hoop in the corner.  Plus, she wrote with colorful pens.  In fact, Ms. Green always signed her name with a pen that contained glitter-filled ink.  She was zany, and I liked her.

“What colleges are you looking at, Anton?” she asked before I even sat down.

“Actually,” I said, raising my eyebrows as I dragged the chair toward her desk, “I’m not so sure about college.”

Ms. Green looked at me; her face retained its even smile.  “You certainly have the grades,” she said, “and your test scores look good too.”  She paused, folding her hands on her desk.  “So why not?”

I felt on the spot, unsure what to say.  “Isn’t college superexpensive?”  I asked, shrugging my shoulders.

“It is, yes,” she answered, nodding her head.  “But there are ways of getting around that.  You can attend a public college, which is much cheaper.  Or you can go part-time.  Or better yet, you can get scholarships and student loans to help you pay for it.”

“I don’t know anything about all that stuff,” I said.  “It sounds like a big hassle.”  I didn’t really mind that, but that’s what came out.  In truth, I felt a lot of different things as I sat there in Ms. Green’s office.  College seemed scary.  Filling out all these forms, sending in fees, paying for a dorm room—all of that stressed me out.  But college also seemed like a thrilling, mysterious adventure that could be fun and interesting, and it was very encouraging that Ms. Green believed I could do it!

When our meeting ended, Ms. Green gave me a stack of glossy booklets.  “Look through these brochures,” she said, “and we’ll talk about them at our next meeting.”  She waited for me to say something, but I was silent, mostly because I didn’t know what to say.  “From now on we’re going to meet every two weeks to talk about college.”

1. Which statement best expresses the theme of the story?
A College is only for privileged kids.

B It’s best to ignore a problem if you don’t have the solution.

C Your biggest challenges are the ones you can’t see.

D Life’s difficult questions can take time to answer.

2. Ms. Green tells Anton about public colleges, student loans, and scholarships because
A Anton thinks that his family will not be able to afford his college education.
B Anton thinks that it will be no problem for him to get into a good college.
C Ms. Green wants to encourage all students to make use of public education.
D Ms. Green is trying to convince Anton that his friend Astrid has other options.
Unit Three: Reading Comprehension Differentiation

Assignment #6 (Strand)

Due: Friday, 9 March 2012
Standards Addressed: WFV1.1; RC2.4; LRA3.7

ESLR: Resourceful Learner – Take responsibility for learning

Directions: Read the article and answer questions 1-4. Circle the correct answer and respond to any additional questions asked of you, following the directions provided.

A Brain Divided

Human beings have only one stomach, one heart, and one brain . . . right? Not exactly. The cerebral cortex, the most advanced part of the brain, might be thought of as two structures, connected by a band of fibers called the corpus callosum. Each structure, or hemisphere, performs different tasks and is responsible for different functions.

The right side of the body is controlled by the left hemisphere of the cortex, and vice versa. Thus, the hand movements of right-handed people are controlled by the left hemisphere and those of left-handed people by the right hemisphere. Similarly, everything perceived on the right is processed by the left hemisphere. Whatever is received in one hemisphere is quickly transmitted to the other across the corpus callosum. Thus, we see a single visual world rather than two half-worlds. 

The two hemispheres not only control opposite sides of the body, but also seem to differ in function. The left hemisphere is apparently responsible for language and logical thought. The right hemisphere seems to be concerned more with spatial relations, perceptions, and fantasy.

How do scientists know all this? In some pioneering experiments, researchers have studied the behavior of patients who have had their corpus callosum severed through surgery. This operation, sometimes performed on patients with severe epilepsy, prevents seizures from travelling across both hemispheres. It also produces a split brain, with each hemisphere functioning more or less independently.

In the everyday world, people with split brains function with little difficulty. This is because full communication between the two parts of the brain is not necessary in most processes. For instance, split-brain subjects can see what a normal person does by moving their eyes so that both hemispheres perceive an image. In some situations, however, the effects of split-brain surgery can be quite dramatic.

In one experiment, researcher Robert Sperry (who won a Nobel Prize for his work) flashed the word “heart” across the center of a screen. The “he” was shown to the left part of the visual field, the “art” to the right. When asked to say what they had seen, the subjects answered, “art.” This is because speech is controlled in the left hemisphere, where the “art” was processed. However, when they were told to point with the left hand to one of the two cards—“he” or “art”—to identify what they had just seen, the subjects always chose the card with “he.” In this case, the right hemisphere—which controls the left side of the body—prevailed. 

It would be a mistake to assume that all language involves only the left hemisphere or that all spatial relations engage only the right. When a brain is damaged on one side, as in the case of a brain stroke, the other side frequently takes over and does its work. Neither hemisphere has exclusive control over any one task.

“A Brain Divided” from Psychology: Its Principles and Application, Eighth Edition, by T.L. Engle and Louis Snellgrove, copyright©1984 by Harcourt, Inc. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.

1. There are a few medical terms that are important to know to better understand the article. Some of these terms can be decoded simply by using word dissection! Write the definitions of the terms listed below.

Cerebral

______________________________________________

Cortex

______________________________________________

Hemisphere ______________________________________________

Epilepsy

______________________________________________

Stroke

______________________________________________

2. Which of the following BEST illustrates the function of the corpus callosum?

A  a satellite dish designed to receive directed signals
B a fiber-optic cable used to connect telephone networks
C a computer dish used to store condensed information
D a spark plug designed to ignite the fuel in a combustion engine
This question is asking you to determine which answer choice presents the best analogy for the function of the corpus callosum. Define analogy (one of your literary terms) below.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is this a Main Idea or Detail question?

__________________________________________________

3. Which of the following BEST summarizes the information in the article?

A The brain, even when damaged, can recover if the other side takes over.
B Though the right brain controls the left side of the body, it is also capable of dominating the left brain.
C The brain consists of two hemispheres which, though connected, serve different purposes.
D The effects of split brain surgery can be dramatic, though not tragic.
Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question? 

__________________________________________________

In your own words, explain how you know your answer is correct.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Read this sentence from the article.

In some pioneering experiments, researchers have studied the behavior of patients who have their corpus callosum severed through surgery.

What is the meaning of the word severed in this sentence?

A healed
B split
C examined
D stretched
Is this a Main Idea or a Detail question? 

__________________________________________________

This question is asking about the connotation of a word. Define the term connotation. (Note: this is one of your literary terms.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Assignment #7:  Due Monday, 12 March 2012
Vocabulary in Context
Standard: WFV1.1 – Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
ESLR: Resourceful Learner – Take responsibility for learning

Rationale:  On the CAHSEE, you will be asked to analyze vocabulary in context.  You will need to use the context of reading passages to understand the meaning of selected vocabulary words.  When taking a road trip, it is helpful to be aware of your surroundings.  You might be able to figure out where you are by looking at the landmarks around you.  The same thing goes for figuring out the meaning of unfamiliar words.  Look at the words and information around the unfamiliar word to determine its meaning.  The information that surrounds the word is called its context.  Think about the meaning of the phrase as a whole and analyze how the unknown word fits into that meaning.  Look for clue words that suggest a definition or a contrasting phrase, such as that is, in other words, or on the contrary.  Paying attention to overall context, clues of contrast and examples provided by the author will help you to understand words you don’t know.  Vocabulary-in-context questions require you to use information in a passage to determine the meaning of words that might be unfamiliar to you.

Directions:  Read the following passage and then complete the activity that follows.

Charlotte Bronte

Brilliantly told, Jane Eyre is one of the most popular novels ever written, having enraptured readers for more than a century and a half with its spooky, dark story.  When the gloomy novel first appeared in 1847, the publisher listed the author as Currer Bell.  But this was actually a masculine pen name for its true author, an Englishwoman named Charlotte Bronte.

Bronte was born in 1816 in Yorkshire, England, an area filled with moors, which are tracts of open, rolling land.  Her father was the parish clergyman in a remote town.  Her mother died in 1821, and an aunt helped raise her and her siblings.  Her two sisters, Emily and Anne, also became renowned novelists.  Emily wrote the masterpiece Wuthering Heights, while Anne wrote Agnes Grey and The Tenant of Wildfell Hall.

Some literary historians describe the three sisters as having been lonely and shy individuals throughout their lives but argue that their personal isolation and introverted ways allowed them to develop stellar imaginations.  Indeed, their works display highly imaginative stories and characters, not to mention a keen understanding of people’s motivations and dispositions.

Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte’s most acclaimed work, focuses on the title character, tracing her life from a harsh, austere boarding school to a grand, stately house where she works as a governess.  Strange events take place in the eerie house as the heroine encounters her employer, Rochester, and the other mysterious inhabitants.  As a character, Jane remains strikingly self-possessed and independent, and her strong will propels the story.

In addition to Jane Eyre, Bronte wrote three other novels.  Shirley, published in 1849, unfolds amidst the labor riots that took place in England in the early 1800s.  Villette was published four years later.  Some scholars believe Villette has autobiographical roots, recounting Bronte’s difficulties as a governess in Brussels.  The Professor was published in 1857, two years after Bronte’s death.

Today people all over the world read Bronte’s works.  College professors routinely assign Jane Eyre to students, and scholars marvel at the work’s complexity.  Meanwhile, the name Charlotte Bronte remains eternally etched in literary history.

Directions:  The first column contains all of the boldfaced vocabulary words from the passage about Charlotte Bronte.  There are definitions for each of these vocabulary words in the second column.  Write the letter of the correct definition next to each vocabulary word.

1. enraptured

2. gloomy

3. pen name

4. tracts

5. remote

6. siblings

7. renowned

8. introverted

9. stellar

10. keen

11. dispositions

12. austere

13. stately

14. eerie

15. inhabitants

16. recounting

17. routinely

18. eternally

A. well-known; famous

B. distant; far away

C. occupants

D. shy and quiet in a group

E. telling the details of

F. filled with delight

G. brothers or sisters

H. extremely good; first-rate

I. finely tuned; able to sense minor differences or details

J. a name used by a writer instead of his or her real name

K. moods; temperaments

L. regularly

M. dark; cheerless

N. everlastingly; forever

O. grand and imposing in appearance

P. stretches of land

Q. strange; creepy

R. imposing physical hardship; grim and humorless

Directions:  Determine the correct word or words for each blank, using the context clues you are given.  Circle your answer choice.  Then, on the lines below the passage, write down the context clues that helped you make your decision.

Tokyo

More than twenty-eight million people live in Tokyo, the capital city of Japan.  That number is more than fifty times greater than the number of people who live in the entire state of Alaska!  Tokyo is (19) ___________________ (ancient, enormous, unpopular).

Not only is Tokyo crammed with people, but this bustling city is also (20) __________________ (in need of, looking for, filled with) buildings, everything from coffee shops to skyscrapers, discos to museums.  Its freeways are jammed with cars, and its parks are packed with people.  Tourists from all over the world (21) _________________ (visit, avoid, impress) Tokyo, shopping in its chic stores and along is stylish avenues.  Its streets hum with energy.

19. ________________________________________________________________________________

20. ________________________________________________________________________________

21. ________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  Read the passages below.  For each, identify the meanings of the underlined words and note the clues that helped you identify their meanings.

Being a professor is a difficult line of work.  Because professors must pay close attention to detail, they must go through many, many years of study and have vigilant discipline and a passion for knowledge.  Young people who hope to become college professors must prepare themselves for the rigors of academic life, such as grading tests, writing books, and teaching students who may not be excited to be in their classes.  Of course, there are also many benefits to being a professor.  While it may seem they are full-time recluses in the library, professors do have the opportunity to leave their books and research aside.  When they do, they are able to meet exciting colleagues with whom they share their love of learning.

22. What is the meaning of the word vigilant in the paragraph?

_______________________________________________

23. What context clues helped you understand the meaning of vigilant?

_______________________________________________

24. What is the meaning of the word rigors in the paragraph?

_______________________________________________

25. What context clues helped you understand the meaning of rigors?

_______________________________________________

26. What is the meaning of the word recluses in the paragraph?

_______________________________________________

27. What context clues helped you understand the meaning of recluses?

_______________________________________________

Gianlorenzo Bernini was an Italian sculptor, painter, and architect whose artwork can be found all over Europe.  He learned most of his skills from his father, who taught him how to work with marble and paint portraits.  Bernini was supported by a rich group of benefactors who made it financially possible for him to complete so many works.  Many of Bernini’s sculptures can be found in Rome.  His art is passionate and full of emotion and energy, and many visitors to Rome say that his art is their favorite aspect of the city.

28. What is the meaning of the word sculptor in the paragraph?

_______________________________________________

29. What context clues helped you understand the meaning of sculptor?

_______________________________________________

30. What is the meaning of the word benefactors in the paragraph?

_______________________________________________

31. What context clues helped you understand the meaning of benefactors?

_______________________________________________

32. What is the meaning of the word aspect in the paragraph?

_______________________________________________

33. What context clues helped you understand the meaning of aspect?

_______________________________________________

Multiple Meanings

Some words have multiple meanings depending on how they are used in a sentence.  Words with multiple meanings have one spelling but more than one definition.  Sometimes these words can be confusing, and you will need to be alert to the context of the sentence to decipher which meaning the author intends.

Directions:  The sentences below contain underlined words that have multiple meanings.  Their definitions have been placed in parentheses at the ends of the sentences.  Circle the meaning that fits in the context of the sentence.

34. Every time Ms. Smith tried to leave the park, her son pleaded, “Can’t we stay just one more minute? (a unit of time consisting of sixty seconds; extremely small or tiny)

35. It was a beautiful day, so the boys decided to pool their money and head to the miniature golf course.  (a place in which to swim; to gather together)

36. Darren was stunned with the beauty of the plain, the animals grazing on the grasses, the clouds scurrying across the sky.  (simple and undecorated; an area of grassy, treeless land)

37. On the crowded train from Palermo to Rome, Mario and Louisa slept in an uncomfortable coach with four other people.  (an athletic teacher; a type of railroad passenger car)

